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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOSEPH BOHVIANN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

STRINGED NIUSICAL INSTRUNIENT. 

1,125,262. 
Application filed March 9, 1914. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, Josie PH BoEIMANN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
hicago, in the county of Cook and State 

of Illinois, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Stringed Musical 
instruments, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates more particularly 

to a novel form of tail piece or means for 
holding the ends of the strings, and to a 
hand rest, which parts are in some instances 
combined to form a convenient and Substan 
tial construction. It is particularly appli 
cable to such instruments as mandolins, 
harp-guitars, or the like, although, of course 
it may be used on various similar types of 
instruments. 
The objects of this invention are to pro 

vide a simple and convenient means for fas 
tening the strings which will securely hold 
the ends thereof and tend to improve the 
tone of the instrument, such fastening de 
vice being arranged so that it will protect 
the player's hands from the screws with 
which the strings engage. 
Another object is to provide a simple and 

convenient form of hand rest which may be 
readily adjusted, or changed for different positions. 
My improvements are illustrated in the 

accompanying drawings which show them 
as applied to an instrument. Such as a harp 
guitar, which has a comparatively large 
number of strings. 
In these drawings: Figure 1 is a top view 

of the main body portion of the instrument: 
and Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view 
taken on the line 2, 2 of Fig. 1, shown on an 
enlarged scale. 
As illustrated in these drawings, 3 repre 

sents the body of an instrument to which 
is attached my improved tail piece or string 
holding device 4. Two of these devices are 
shown in Fig. 1, these being arranged in the 
proper manner for the different strings of 
the instrument, but it will only be necessary 
to describe one of them. The tail piece or 
string holder 4 is preferably made of a 
single piece of wood or other suitable ma 
terial, with a flat portion 5 which rests upon 
the top of the body, and which may be se 
cured thereto in any desired manner. This 
flat portion is made somewhat in the form 
of two ovals, meeting along adjacent edges 
as will be readily seen from Fig. 1. The 
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rear portion 6 is provided with a plurality 
of Screws or the like T, to which the ends 
of the strings S are secured. Such lear por 
tion is also provided with an upwardly ex 
tending guard 9, which is curved back 
Wardly around the end screws a sufficient 
amount to plotect the hands of the player 
from coming in contact with such screws. 
The front oval portion 10 is provided with 
a plurality of screws 11, which may be prop 
erly arranged to give the desired length to 
the strings, each string being passed around 
One of these forward screws after being fas 
tened to a lear screw. The forward oval 
portion 10 is also provided with an up 
wardly extending guard 12, similar to the 
guard 9, which protects the player from 
coming in contact with the forward screws. 
The two guards 9 and 12 are substantially 
coincident or united through the central 
portion of the holder, and holes 13, are pro 
vided through this central portion for the 
passage of the strings. By means of this 
arrangement it will be seen that the strings 
may be fastened to the outer set of screws, 
then passed through the holes and one turn 
taken around a forward screw, and then 
passed over the bridge 14, and from thence 
to the tuning pegs. The strain on the 
strings is distributed between the forward 
Screws and the rear ones and such forward 
Screws determine the effective length of the 
strings regardless of the connection from 
thence to the rear screws to which the ends 
of the strings are attached. 
One end of the bridge 14 is provided with 

a hole 15 for receiving a pin 16 which fits 
loosely therein, and is secured to a lever 17. 
This lever extends at one end out over the 
strings to the front of the bridge, where it 
is enlarged to form a head 18, which has a 
plurality of holes 19 therein for receiving a 
screw 20 on the button or hand rest proper 
21. The plurality of holes provides for lat 
eral adjustment of the button. The oppo 
site end of the lever 17 is extended back over 
the tail piece 4, where it is enlarged to form 
ahead 22 having a plurality of holes 23 for 
receiving an adjusting thumb screw 24. 
This screw extends down through the head 
and engages with a threaded socket 25 in 
the tail piece 4. A spring 26 is inserted be 
tween the socket 25 and the head 22 in order 
to hold the parts closely together and pre 
vent undue vibration or chattering. The 
holes 23 provide for a further lateral ad 
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justment of the rest 21 and the screw 24 pro 
vides for a vertical adjustment of the same. 
By means of this arrangement it will be seen 
that i provide a hand rest which can be con 
veniently arranged to suit different persons, 
and the rest will not interfere with the tone 
of the instrument. It is particularly appli 
cable to instruments having a large number 
of strings where it is more or less difficult 
for the player to hold his hand in playingpo 
sition without some support. It Will also 
be noted that this device serves as a guide 
for the hand, as well as a rest, as it tends to 
properly position the hand with respect to 
the strings of the instrument. If desired, a 
further adjustment is obtained by removing 
the lever 17 and inserting the screw 20 into 
the hole 15 in the bridge 14, which brings 
the button 21 into the position indicated by 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. 
This device may be readily changed or 

modified in order to suit different types of 
instruments and, therefore, I do not wish to 
limit myself to the exact construction shown 
and described, except as specified in the fol 
lowing claims, in which I claim: 

1. The combination with a musical instru 
ment having a tail piece and bridge, of a 
lever connected with the tail piece and bridge 
and a hand rest secured to said lever. 

2. The combination with a musical instru 
ment having a bridge and a tail piece, of a 
lever fulcrumed on said bridge and having 
one end thereof adjustably connected with 
said tail piece, and a hand rest Secured to the 
opposite end thereof. 

3. The combination with a guitar or the 
like, of a lever pivotally connected with the 
bridge, a hand rest adjustably connected 
With One end of Said lever and an adjustable 
connection between the opposite end of the 
lever and the tail piece of the instrument. 

4. A tail piece for musical instruments 
comprising a plate having rear Screws or 
the like, to which the ends of the strings are 
secured, and forward screws around which 
the strings are turned, and having front and 
rear guards extending above and partially 
around the series of screws. 

5. A tail piece for a string instrument 
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comprising a plate, a series of screws or the 
like along one side of said plate and another 
series along the opposite side of the plate, 
with an integrally formed guard extending 
up and partially around the screws of both 
series, said guard having a plurality of holes 
through the portion thereof lying between 
the screws, the arrangement being Such that 
the ends of the strings may be secured to 
the screws in One series and then passed 
through said holes, and then wound around 
the corresponding screws of the second 
Series. 

6. The combination with the body of a 
string instrument, of a plate Secured to the 
top thereof, a series of screws or the like 
at the rear of said plate, a second series of 
screws at the front of the plate, an integrally 
formed guard extending upward between 
said series and having holes therethrough, 
and strings having their ends secured to the 
first named screws and passing through the 
holes in said guard and wound around the 
respective screws in the second named Series 
and extending from thence to the tuning 
pegS. 

7. The combination with a guitar or the 
like, of a plate secured to the front thereof, 
a series of Screws at the back of the plate, 
a second series of screws at the front of the 
plate, an integrally formed guard extending 
up between said series of screws and pro 
jecting forwardly and backwardly around 
the ends of the Series, said guard having 
holes therethrough, a bridge and tuning 
pegs, strings having their ends Secured to 
the Screws in the first named series, and then 
passing through Said holes and being wound 
around the respective screws in the second 
named series and then passing over the 
bridge to the tuning pegs, a threaded socket 
in said guard portion, a lever pivotally 
mounted on Said bridge, a Screw and spring 
for adjustably holding one end of said lever 
in position with respect to the Socket, and a 
hand rest at the opposite end of said lever. 

JOSEPH. B.OHMANN. 
Witnesses: 

ANATOL GOLLOS, 
H. R. SMITEI. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.’ 
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